By Tommy Hughes
Happy Father's Day to all of our fathers. May you all
enjoy a grand time with your children, however young or
old they are.
We have many special days that bring families together
physically or by phone, with cards and letters, email,
texts, and video chats. These days bring intense joy to so
many and great sadness and depression to those who’s
loved ones live far away or who are no longer with us.
We know based upon the Bible that many of our loved
ones are with Jesus, and we hope against hope that all who we love are with Him. Others face
loneliness as they never knew their parents or grandparents or do not have or never had a
special one in their life. Usually they keep their pain secret as they cannot discuss it, and
therefore face these days alone, but if they opened up we could be sensitive to them. We also
forget that not everyone had or has loving relationships and we say loving things that cause
them emotional pain.
We may not know that many had parents, grandparents, siblings and extended family members
who told them they never wanted them, that they were an accident, that they would never
amount to anything, that they were fat and ugly, etc. We may
not know that they were beaten beyond recognition, burned
with cigarettes, molested, raped, thrown out of moving cars,
etc. We may not know that they were lucky to have anything to
eat while mom and dad were eating steak and potatoes. We
may not know that the ones who should have protected them
were the ones who hurt them worse than everyone else in their
lives could ever hurt them. We may not know why they are not comfortable. They wish they
could forget all that happened to them.
I wish I could forget all of the stories that friends, schoolmates, acquaintances at church, coworkers and children, teens and adults at church who shared tearful stories with me. I wish I
could forget. I cannot anymore than I can forget my memories that are not as bad as most who
shared with me, and yet they haunt me. As a child at school and at church we were expected to
make cards, ash trays, tie racks, door knockers, towel racks and other special things for our
“loving parents” and we could not tell the teachers and leaders that we did not want to do this.
We tried and were told things like, “How can you be so selfish? They do so much for you.”
We loved seeing those who had good loving parents and family, and we would pray that our
parents and family would change or that they would give us up to someone who would love us.

As we aged, we found ourselves stuck in those dreams struggling to live. Most of us rejected
love from others because we "knew" that we were unworthy of real love.
A few found loving spouses who God used to help us start to heal. That is when for me the
reality of Genesis and the Old Testament hit me. God is our Father and He LOVES us
unconditionally. He knew us before He created us, and He was and is not surprised by anything
that we have done or that we will do. He has proven this time and time again, the first time was
when He created the world for us, knowing who we were. Then instead of destroying Adam and
Eve, He gave them the first promise of a Savior and gave them the knowledge they needed to
start the human race. Later, when humanity followed Satan into unbelievable evil, He saved
Noah and his family and allowed them to repopulate the Earth with humans again. He
continued to honor those who accepted His love no matter how many times they purposely
sinned. This includes Abraham, Moses, and David - the three most recognized names in the
lineage of Jesus Christ.
Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha welcomed
Him into her home. She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the Lord’s feet, listening to
His word. But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came up to Him and
said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her
to help me.” But the Lord answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and
bothered about so many things; but only one thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen to cling to
Jesus the best that she could.
Luke 10:38-42 - New American Standard Bible (NASB)
And I believe that is all that Jesus asks of us. I believe that when we seek Him to the best of our
ability and admit that He is the only source of our life, love, and ability, then He brings us peace
that surpasses all understanding and His love radiates to all who come around us.

